
What is the Gospel? 
 
 We are continuing our study of the gospel from 1 Corinthians 15:4, which reads 
as follows: 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  

 Lastly, in his “message of salvation” in Acts 13:26, Paul proved from the 
accounts of Abraham and David that Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah whose 
Person and ministry were  recorded by the prophets whose message was read every 
Sabbath in the synagogue, vv. 26-37.  Because of their religious blindness the Jews 
and their rulers could not recognize Christ as Messiah and they put him to death under 
the sentence of Pontius Pilate, vv. 27-29.  “But God raised him from the dead” and he 
appeared to many witnesses throughout Jerusalem, v. 31.  This was the good news that 
Paul was preaching, indeed, the very good news of the gospel that God had promised 
the patriarchs, a promise that God fulfilled by raising Christ from the dead.  This should 
not be surprising because it was all “..written in the second Psalm, "'You are my Son, 
today I have begotten you.'  And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no 
more to return to corruption, he has spoken in this way, "'I will give you the holy and 
sure blessings of David.' Therefore he says also in another psalm, "'You will not let your 
Holy One see corruption.'”  vv. 33-37 which include Paul’s quotes of Ps 2:7; Isa 55:3 
and Ps 16:10].  It is through this Christ and his gospel that forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed and freedom from all sins, to which they were held in bondage by the law of 
Moses, is promised, vv. 38-39.  Paul leaves his hearers with a solemn reminder: 
“Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come about: "'Look, you 
scoffers, be astounded and perish; for I am doing a work in your days, a work that you 
will not believe, even if one tells it to you.'" ” Hab 1:5. 

 Note that Paul is just like his master - he uses the same hermeneutical principle 
for understanding the meaning of Scripture as the Lord Jesus Christ.  For example, in 
his post-resurrection appearance to the Emmaus road disciples, Jesus proved from the 
Old Testament (Moses and the prophets) that it was necessary for him to suffer and be 
glorified, Lk 24:26-27.  He also employed the same method in his discussion with the 
eleven disciples to whom he explained “.. that everything written about me in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."  Then he opened their minds 
to understand the Scriptures and clarified, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should 
suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”  vv. 
45-47.  It is instructive to note that Paul applies this very hermeneutical principle in Acts 
13 in which he proved from the Law, the Psalms and the Prophets that Jesus Christ is 
the Messiah that was promised throughout the Old Testament and in whom alone, there 
is forgiveness of sins.  This is Paul’s gospel; this is our gospel; this is the gospel. 


